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Yes, You Can Sponsor A Missionary 
Or Partner Church Mission!

Participants in the Missionary and Mission Sponsorship Program help provide financial and prayer support for short-term and long-term salaried missionaries or local mission pastors and develop closer ties with them. This is an opportunity for members of the ELCIC to join in partnership with a particular missionary or local mission pastor and their work.
Why sponsor a missionary?

You have the joy and excitement of being a partner in mission in another land. 

It gives you contact with a missionary or local mission pastor through letters and other forms of correspondence. 

You celebrate and rejoice in the gifts which God has given us to carry out our mission in the world today. 

Who can participate?

Individuals, groups within congregations, congregations, conferences or clusters of congregations. 
How much does it cost?

Congregations are encouraged to begin with $500 or multiples although smaller gifts from individuals or groups are equally welcome. 

Full financial support is about $66,000 ($180 per day) for a long-term missionary and $12,000 ($33 per day) for a local mission pastor. 

Missionary and Mission Sponsorship is second-mile giving and not intended to substitute for regular benevolence giving. 

What are the responsibilities of a sponsor?

Pray for and correspond with your missionary or local mission pastor. Be aware of what is happening in their ministry and their church and country. Read and circulate the newsletters they send to Canada. Invite them for a visit and presentation during their home leave or speaking tour in Canada. 

Who chooses the missionary?

You do, from a list provided by ELCIC Mission in the World staff. Contact the Mission in the World office for a current list of ELCIC missionaries and partner church missions and visit our web site: www.elcic.ca/world 
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Find out more about the ELCIC Mission in the World program by visiting the ELCIC website: http://elcic.ca/In-Mission-in-the-World/default.cfm
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Six Months of Reflections

By Rev. Fran Schmidt, Peru
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Some words and some scripture have taken on a new meaning and a deeper significance in this time away from family and friends….

 From Paul’s letter to the Philippians: “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now...it is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me…”

Being imprisoned is not like being a missionary for the ELCIC! However, Paul’s distance from his loved ones, his supporters and his church is something that I can relate to in a new way. But as Paul reminds the Philippians, he reminds us, too, that we are one in the body of Christ, united in his baptism and resurrection, united in the faith that we share. And because of this, the distance, imprisonment, or whatever else separates us from loved ones or from God, is nullified in the cross of Christ. For this grace of God and for the many cards, emails, letters, prayers and shows of support, love and encouragement I am truly thankful! 

El Salvador had presidential elections on the weekend of March 13-15, 09. Here are some experiences of Rev. Brian Rude, ELCIC’s long-term missionary. 
DEMOCRACY--ALIVE AND WELL
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Walls are not forever.  Walls come tumbling down, eventually.  A few months ago, the Bush wall crumbled dramatically.  And in El Salvador the ARENA wall has just collapsed.  The panorama which both of these dramatic history-changing events opens toward the future is glorious, filled with hope.  One hardly dares believe that these can be realities, not just spurious dreams or fanciful speculations.

Despite the persistent, constant and firm denials by the ARENA party and the ARENA-controlled Supreme Electoral Tribunal, and though not sufficient to affect the end results (obviously), there was significant evidence that at least some members of the ruling party were desperate to maintain their party's, and their personal, power and privilege, by hook or by crook:  a purge-resistant, and inaccessible, electoral registry; vote-buying; false ID's; buses filled with "visitors" from neighbouring countries, equipped with Salvadoran ID for voting purposes, etc., etc.

The intense electoral campaign, which dragged on for more than a year (or was it 5 years?), was filled with fear, threats and character-assassination.  It dripped, no, it oozed, no, it poured, with more ugliness than any human spirit should have to endure.  At least there were fewer severed heads and decapitated corpses scattered at bus stops and around public parks, and fewer rural family massacres, than in previous pre-election periods.  In the end, the campaign tone turned against the desperate campaigner-designers and their entire ARENA party, since media-consumers, obligated to digest this garbage on a continuous basis (including the "news"), saved their sanity by interpreting it as comedy . . . as did Hugo Chavez, the much-maligned tell-it-like-he-sees-it president of Venezuela, who, on election day, thanked the ARENA party for having included him as the third candidate in the elections.  A tribute is owed to the people of El Salvador, who rose above this perverse and pervasive atmosphere of imposed fear, to conduct themselves in a peaceful, dignified and collaborative manner throughout election day.

We awoke to the most amazing phenomenon on Monday morning.  ARENA leaders, who for two decades had found it impossible to respect and work with the FMLN opposition, preferring defamation to cooperation, had suddenly changed their tone 180 degrees.  All was peace and harmony, cooperation and collaboration, working hand-in-hand toward a shared future.  Having lived with this government for all of its 20 years, I have learned not to believe everything (much?) of their rhetoric ("government with human sense", proclaimed in many media spots per hour, for example).  I will have to witness some evidence before I trust their sincerity.  

To their credit, and in spite of having endured months of character assassination, both FMLN president-elect Mauricio Funes and FMLN vice-president-elect Salvador Sánchez Cerén are taking these ARENA affirmations at face value, and speak, in the tone of Obama, of constructing a unified, non-polarized El Salvador, for the benefit of the entire population, not just the party faithful.  If this is indeed possible in El Salvador, it will truly be a totally new experience, one which will truly be welcomed by the marginalized majority, and, who knows, perhaps even by the previously-privileged minority.  For such a democracy we continue to hope.

Paz,
Brian Rude
Pastor/missionary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, serving in El Salvador,
Salvadoran election observer with the CIS
