October 28, 2010

ELCIC

Women of Faith Fund 
Terms of Reference
Introduction
The ELCIC Women of Faith Fund is established by the National Church Council (NCC) to the Glory of God and in recognition of the significant contribution of the women of the Evangelical Lutheran Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada Inc. The initial contributions to this fund come from the residual amount remaining after the dissolution of Evangelical Lutheran Women Inc. as per their bylaw which states: "Upon the dissolution or winding up of the ELW, all remaining property, after payment of all debts and liabilities of the ELW, shall be distributed as provided in the articles. (Section 14)" Individuals and groups may make additional donations to the fund.
Purpose

The purpose of this fund is to encourage and facilitate the Christ-centered ministry of women within this church and in mission for others. This will be accomplished by providing annual grant opportunities. It is the intent that these funds shall be dispersed by the end of 2020 and the ELCIC Women of Faith Fund will be closed at that time.
Administration of the Fund

An advisory committee shall be appointed by NCC.  It shall consist of 4 to 6 members,

3-5 who are women who have been in leadership in the ELW Inc. or active in women’s ministry within the ELCIC, and one a representative from NCC, all of whom have voice and vote.  The advisory committee will make nominations to NCC for appointments to the committee.

The advisory committee will oversee the promotion of the fund, receive, review and approve grant applications, advise the Director of Finance and Administration (DFA) regarding the dispersal of funds, and collect written and financial reporting from successful grant applicants. The advisory committee will make an annual report on the work of the Fund to NCC.  The Finance Committee will make an annual financial reporting of the Fund to NCC.
Further details of the administration of the Fund are contained in the ELCIC Women of Faith Fund Policies and Procedures document.

Grant proposals which support the following goals shall be considered:

· To nurture faith and spiritual growth

· To foster supportive communities

· To develop leadership skills

· To work towards justice and peace

In the event of creation of a national women’s organization
Should a national women’s organization within the ELCIC be formed and be approved at a national convention, the remaining funds in their entirety shall be transferred to that organization.

In the event of ELCIC Dissolution

Should the ELCIC cease to exist the remaining funds shall be distributed to the Lutheran World Federation Women’s Desk, Geneva, Switzerland. Should the LWF Women’s Desk have ceased to exist, then the funds shall be distributed to Women’s Inter-church Council Inc., Toronto, ON.
